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It will admit the entrance of two or three fingers. It is pro-
tected above by a horizontal fold of mucous membrane, the
valve of the meatus urinarius, the free border of which ia
directed backwards. The object of this fold is to direct the
flow of urine backwards to the exterior. The large size of
this opening predisposes to prolapse and eversion of the
bladder, which is more common in the mare than in any of
the other domesticated mammals. The urethra from this
opening passes downwards and forwards beneath the vagina
to the urinary bladder.
The Hymen is a transverse membranous partition between
the vulva and vagina. It lies immediately in front of the
meatus urinarius. It is due to the persistence of the partition
between the termination of the hind-gut and the proctodeum
of the embryo ; as a rule it disappears in our animals before
birth. When present, it is perforate, and usually consists of
a membranous band connecting the floor with the roof of the
genital passage. In white and grey heifers it is commonly per-
sistent and imperforate, causing the retention of utero-vaginal
secretions (white heifer disease). Occasionally the remains
of the septum are noted as little pedunculated appendices in
front of the meatus urinarius.
In the cow the lips of the vulva are larger, softer, and
thicker, than in the mare, and the inferior commissure, angular
and prolonged into a curved peak, is furnished with a tuft of
hair. On the floor of the meatus a digital pit or infundib-
ulum is placed. It must be kept in mind when passing the
catheter. Two large almond-shaped glands, the vulvo-vaginal
glands (S. Bartholini), lie under the mucous membrane on the
floor of vulva, and their ducts open about 1 inch in front of
the external genital opening. The clitoris is longer and more
slender than in the mare. The vulva is so narrow in the heifer
that it is often impossible to pass the hand into the vagina.
In the sheep, which has not copulated, a riband-like band is
frequently present to represent the hymen.                 'iifm
In the pig the inferior commissure is acute, and the meatus
urinarius is not protected by a valve.
In the bitch and cat the vulval opening is triangular, the
inferior commissure is acute. The urethra opens on a
depression without a valve. In the cat a small cartilage or